I. AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Claim 1 . (Currently Amended) NItrooxy derivatives of steroidal compounds of 
general formula 

B-X1-NO2 (I) 
or esters or salts thereof, wherein: 
B is a steroidal radical having the following structure: 



R" 




(lA) 



wh e r e in at th o plac o of th e hydrog e n of th o CH group, or of the two hydrog e ns of 
the-GH a group indicated i n tho general formula, th o ro can b o th o following substitu e nts: 

in position 1 2: a doubl e bond; 

in pos i t i on 2 3 tho following substituont: 
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^IA_4)i 

in position 2: C I , B f^ 

if^^esmoR-^^-oxerO-GHa-GHg CI , OH, OCH si 

i n pos i t i on ^ - 5: a doub le bond; 

in position 5 6: a doub le bond; 

in position 6: CI, F, Br, GH3, CHO; 

the ring d e fin e d by th e carbon atoms numb e red 1, 2, 3, ^ , 5, and 10 i s an 

aromatic ring when B is the residu e of an estrogon; 

m position 7: C I , OH ; 

— ifl- pos i t i on 9: C I , F, Br; 

in position 11: OH, 0x0, C I; 

i n pos i tion 16: CH 3 , OH, -CH ai 

in position 17: OH, CH3, OCO(0) ua(GHa)ya€H3 -wheroin ua is an integer equal to 0 

or 1, va is an int e g e r from 0 to A, e thynyl (C=:CH); 



©F 

o 




(IA-2) 

i n position 16 17 th e following groups Qroim 
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flA-4) (JA-§) 

wher ei n RA 4 - is H, CH 3f-RA2-i6-G4-G4^l inear 0 branch e d alkyi chain, pr o f o rab l y 

still mor o pr e f e rably CHj, or a saturated cyc l oaliphatic ring having 5 6 carbon 
atoms or an aromat i c ring optional l y substitut e d in para poc i t i on with N(R ,i^)2 wh e r e in 
R4^-is-a-€4-G4^T-pfefefably-G4-G4 , lin e ar or branch e d alkyI; R and R', equal to or differ e nt 
froffl-eaeh-othe r, can b e hydrog e n or C 4-C 4 linear or branched alkyls, proforably R - R' 
=-GHz or R - R' - H; 

preferably B i s a cort i costoroid r o sidu o ; 

R" in position 17 is -(CO-U-, and a bival e nt radica l having one of the fo l lowing 
m e anings: 

\E) ■ (CO L)t (X a)t4 , wher e in t - 1 and t1 i s 0 or 1 , pref e rably 0 ; 

^€) l=-p^o)t4 , wherein t1 is 0 or 1, pr e f e rably 1; 

the bivalent linking group L has the following meaning: 

- (CR4R.HOHCOV ■ 

wherein Rj = Rg = H: 

where i n na, n'a, and n"a, oqua l to or diff e r e nt from each oth o r, ar e integers from 

0 to 6, pr o f o rably 1 3; nb, n'b, n"b and n"'b, e qual to or d i ff e r e nt from o a oh-othefr-afe 
integers oqual to 0 or 1; R 4^g^4,^^^4;,_Rg^ , e qual to or differ e nt from each oth o r, 
ar e s e l e ct e d from H, C 4--G&- , pref e rably C^ -Ga , l inear or branch e d alky I ; 

Xe - O , NH , NR4^ wh o r o in R4^ is as above defined; 

th e bond betwe e n th e st e roid and th e l inking group X 4 i s of e st e r or amidic type ; 

Xi is a bivalent linking group selected from the following group consisting of : 
Yari : 



-(CH3)— 0 



-(CH 



2/n3 



(V) 

wherein n3 is an integer from 0 to 5 and [[n3']] rV3 is an integer from 1 to 3; 
Yar2 : 
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HOO 




(VI) 



wherein n3 is as defined above, and n3' is an integer from 1 to 3: and have the 
abov e meaning. 
Yp; 



■i^Tix R-nix 



-[Cln— Y3 — [C]ni>r(Z)ir-o 

Rt 



^TIIX' 



(III) 

wherein: 

nIX is an integer from 0 to 1 0i p ref e rably 1 3; 
nllX is an integer from 1 to 107-fifef erably 1 5 ; 
Rtix, Rtixs Rthx, Rthxs equal to or different from each other^ are H or C1-C4 linear 
or branched alkyi; pref e rably Rt ixi-Rto^t-Rthxi-Rtox^ are H; 

is a saturated, unsaturated or aromatic heterocyclic ring, having 5 or 6 atoms, 
containing from one to three heteroatoms, pr e f e rably from on o to two, said heteroatoms 
being equal or different and selected from nitrogen, oxygen, sulphuri-^re f e rab l y 
ni t r ogen ; 

t3 is zero or 1 ; 

Z has the following meaning: 



-(CH,);;;; 



T (CH 



2/n3 

(VI) 

wherein: 

* shows the position of the ONO2 group; 
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T has tho following moanings is selected from the group consisting of: rr-ll 
-C0X3-[[,]] and -X3CO-, wherein X3 = S , O. -NH. or -NRm. wherein Ri c is a Ci-Cin linear 
or branched alkvl ofX^ as abov e d R fln n d ; 

-X3- as abov e d e f i n e d; 

and n3 and n'3 are as above defined. 

Claim 2. (Currently Amended) Compounds according to claim 1 , wherein is 
selected from the following bivalent radicals: 




(Y1) (Y2) (¥3) (¥4^ (¥§) — (¥§) 

(YD (Y2) (Y5^ (Y6^ 



(Y7) (Y8) (¥9) (Y10) (¥11) 

(Y7) (¥8) (¥9) (¥10) (¥11) 




(¥12) (¥13) (¥14) (¥15) (¥16) 



Claim 3. (Currently Amended ) Compounds according to claim 2, wherein Y^ is 
selected from the following group consisting of : (¥12), having the two free valences in 
the ortho positions with respect to the nitrogen atom; (¥16) with the two valences linked 
to the two heteroatomsfr.ll ; and (¥1) (pyrazol) 3,5-disubstituted ; (¥16) i s particularly 
pr e f e rr e d . 
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Claims 4-7, (Canceled) 



Claim 8. (Currently Amended) Compounds according to c l aim \ any one of 
claims 1-3 . selected from the feltewi-R§ group consisting of : 



Hydrocortison o 21 ( 4 ' nitrooxym e thyl) bonzoat o 



o 







A: - OH V 










^^*2 2 



Hydrocortisone 21 [2 [6 (nitrooxym e thyl) 2 pyridinyl] ac e tat e ] 




Hydrocortison e 21 [2 ['I [2 [A (nitrooxymotliy l )b e nzoyloxy] e thyl] 1 p lpera a ny l ]ac e tat e ] 



0 r 




ONO. 







^0"^ 




rw 1 nn 






iJL^^ """ 









Hydrocortisone 21 [2 [ A [3 (nitrooxy)propyl] 1 pipera zinyl] ac e tate] 
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"ONO, 




D e xamethasone 21 {A' n i trooxynn o thyl)b e nzoat e 



HO* 




chT 




--GH^ ^ 


<^ CH^ONO^ 




F 







O' 



Dex a m e thasone 21 [2 {A [3 (nitrooxy)propyl] 1 pip o razi nyl] acotato] 




Dexam e thasone 21 [2 [2 \A (nitrooxynnQthyl)benzoyloxy] o thyl] 1 piperazinyljacetat o ] 




ONO, 




D e xam e thason e 21 [2 [6 (n i trooxym e thyl) 2 pyridinyl] ac o tato] 



RPP/295956.1 



-8- 





Budesonide 21-(4'-nitrooxymethyl)benzoate: 




Budesonide-21-[2-[6-(nitrooxymethyl)-2-pyridinyl]acetate] 
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Budesonide-21-[2-[4-[3-(nitrooxy)propyl]-1-piperazinyl] acetate] 
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Pr e dnisolone 21 [2 [ - 1 (3 nitrooxy)propyl) piperazin 1 yl] acotato] and th e corr e sponding 
bishydrochlorid e salt: 
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Pr e dnisolone 21 [2 [ 'I [2 [( ^ ' nitrooxym o thyl)b o nzoy l 

oxy]ethyl]piperazin 1 yl]ac e tato] and tho corrosponding bishydrochlorido salt: 




Flunisolid o 21 [2 [ 4 [3 (nitrooxy)propyl] 1 pip o razinyl] acotato] 



O^NO 
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Flunisolido 21 [{A' nitrooxymothyl)bonzoato)] 




Claim 9. (Previously Presented) Use of the compounds according to claim 1 , for 
the preparation of medicaments. 

Claim 10. (Previously Presented) Use of the compounds according to claim 1 , as 
drugs having antiinflammatory activity at peripheral level. 

Claim 1 1 . (Previously Presented) Use of the compounds according to claim 1 , for 
the therapy of neurodegenerative diseases on an inflammatory and traumatic basis of 
the nervous system. 

Claim 12. (Previously Presented) Use of the compounds according to claim 1 , as 
drugs having an antiarthritic activity. 

Claim 1 3. (Previously Presented) Use of the compounds of claim 1 , as drugs 
having an immunodepressive activity. 

Claim 14. (Previously Presented) Use of the compounds according to claim 1 , as 
drugs having an angiostatic/angiogenetic activity. 
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Claim 15. (Previously Presented) 
drugs having an antiasthmatic activity. 



Use of the compounds according to claim 1 , as 



Claim 16. (Previously Presented) Use of the compounds according to claim 1 , in 
substitutive hormonal therapies, preferably in the post-menopause therapy. 

Claim 1 7. (Previously Presented) Use of the compounds according to claim 1 , in 
rheumatic disease therapies. 

Claim 18. (Previously Presented) Use of the compounds according to claim 1 , in 
renal disease therapies. 

Claim 1 9, (Previously Presented) Use of the compounds according to claim 1 , in 
bronchial disease therapies. 

Claim 20. (Previously Presented) Use of the compounds according to claim 1 , in 
ocular disease therapies. 

Claim 21 . (Previously Presented) Use of the compounds according to claim 1 , in 
dermatologic disease therapies. 

Claim 22. (Previously Presented) Use of the compounds according to claim 1 , in 
autoimmune disease therapies. 

Claim 23. (Previously Presented) Use of the compounds according to claim 1 , in 
tumoral process therapies, optionally in combination with chemotherapic and/or 
radiotherapic treatments. 

Claim 24. (Original) Use according to claim 10, in inflammatory pathologies 
affecting the gastrointestinal system. 
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Claim 25. (Previously Presented) Use of the compounds according to claim 1 , 
wherein the glucocorticoid compounds are used in respiratory pathologies characterized 
by broncho-obstructive events. 

Claim 26. (Currently Amended) Pharmaceut i cal formu l ationo A pharmaceutical 
composition comprisino tho compoundo of a compound accordino to claim 1 and a 
phannaceuticallv acceptable camer . 
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